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WELCOME FUNDRAISERS
We are so excited that you have decided to help support Shriners
Children’s Florida through Bulls For Kids! Our three core BFK
values are Dancers, Families, and Fundraising. This makes
fundraising an important and super integral part of Bulls For Kids.
This upcoming Dance Marathon season, there will be many
opportunities to get involved and to raise as much money as
possible For The Kids!
This packet is here to give tips and tricks to fundraise and reach
your goal - better yet pass it! A lot of times, fundraising can
become very difficult and frustrating at times, but this packet is
here to guide you. You will find information on different ideas we
employ throughout the year and various fundraisers that can bring
in a lot of money For The Kids! Our advice is to surround yourself
with other people that also care about this cause because they will
push you to reach your goal. Participating in concessions,
Fundraising Push Day, and asking anyone and everyone will help
you raise funds. Every donation counts, whether it is a penny or a
hundred dollars FTK!
Thank you for taking part in such an amazing cause! BFK would
not be able to do what we can do without the hard work and
dedication from people like you!
We are all in this together and lets get one step closer to
surpassing our goal of $125,000 FTK! Thank you in advance and I
hope this guide will help. Happy fundraising!!!
Always For The Kids,
Shivam Thakkar and Nerissa Louis
Fundraising Co-Directors

ABOUT BULLS FOR KIDS
Bulls For Kids began in 2004 when a group of college
students wanted to make a positive impact on their
community. Since then, our organization has gained a
reputation around campus as being For The Kids (FTK),
and rightfully so. Bulls for Kids is not simply one event,
but a year-long movement of events and fundraising
efforts that benefit Shriners Children’s Florida. Bulls For
Kids is also the home of Dance Marathon at the
University of South Florida, a 12-hour celebration
dedicated to making the patients at Shriners Childrens
Florida.

We strive to connect our three core values: dancers,
families, and fundraising throughout our year-long
journey.

In the past 16 years, Bulls For Kids has
raised over a million dollars For The Kids and we can't wait
to continue this movement with you!

ABOUT SHRINERS CHILDREN'S FLORIDA
Our very own Shriners Children’s Florida opened
its doors in 1985 on the University of South Florida
campus. Since then, it has brought “Love to the
Rescue” to more than 50,000 children with
medical conditions ranging from burn injuries to
rare orthopedic diseases. Today, Shriners is
recognized as one of the world’s greatest
philanthropies, evolving into an international
system of 22 hospitals. Each one is recognized for
its devotion to transforming the lives of children
through expert care and research.

Throughout the year, all of our hard work and
dedication goes directly towards the children at
Shriners Children’s Florida. Specifically, the
money that we raise will go towards funding the
POPS Department to help make new
wheelchairs and prosthetics for the kids.
Always remember that your hard work never
goes unnoticed. Thanks to you, we are able to
make a difference in the lives of thousands of
children that seek medical care at Shriners
Children’s Florida.

IN-PERSON FUNDRAISING
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic last year, we had difficulties fundraising due to social distancing
guidelines put in place to limit the spread ofFashion
the virus. With that being said, we had no plans on
stopping our movement and we had to adapt and overcome! After switching to an online platform
we learned a lot about what it takes to create effective online fundraisers. So here are a few updated
tips and simple ways to raise money FTK!

CANNING

CARWASH

BAKE SALE

Canning is a wonderful way to get quick
donations while out. Just grab a can and
start fundraising!

Let’s face it, as students, we will forget to
wash our cars. Having a car wash is a
good way to appeal to college students!

A bake sale speaks for itself; no one can
resist a good dessert. Bake sales are a
simple way to raise money FTK!

1) Grab a can.
2) Find a community event and start
canning.
3) Fill out canning form to coordinate
money pick up:

1) Gather a hose, bucket, soap and
sponge.
2) Communicate with a business to have
the car wash.
3) Grab some friends, make some posters
and wash away!

1) Get friends to help and find a
place to have a bake sale
2) Stay up and bake desserts
3) Set up a table and happy
selling FTK!

Other fun ideas: Game Tournament, Art Sale, Talent show, and Trivia Night

ONLINE FUNDRAISING
Social Media Push

DARE Challenge

Social media is one of the best ways to reach hundreds
of people with one post! Make sure to utilize apps like
Facebook, Instagram, and Snapchat!

The DARE challenge is a simple and effective way to get
people online to donate! It is essential to use as many social
media apps as possible to post your DARE!

1) Use official BFK graphics
2) Connect it to the cause
3) Post and ask friends to like and share!

1) Think of a fundraising goal and some possible challenges
for you to complete (e.g. raise $100 to dye your hair or each
$5 you’ll pour a bucket of ice water on yourself).
2) Post a picture or video of yourself promising to complete
the DARE in return for donations!
3) Post confirmation of you completing the challenge for the
donations you received!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cwOQ_He6qQ7xXpqEVaezDnDEBxYl9n2?usp=sharing

Birthday Fundraiser
Use your birthday to your advantage to raise money FTK! Texting others and posting on Instagram and Snapchat are
essential for this method of fundraising.
1) First, ask your close friends and family if they can donate for your birthday—make sure you connect it to the cause!
2) Next, connect with your followers in a similar way by making a birthday post and asking for donations that way,
always making sure to connect it back to the cause!
Bonus: Set a Birthday Fundraiser Goal!

SOCIAL MEDIA 101
During the COVID-19 Pandemic, the importance of effectively using
social media for fundraising shined through. Using social media is a
super important tool to use when trying to reach your fundraising goal.
Below are some social media tips:
Share a personal story about the cause. You can do this by
sharing a story that touched you or even a personal
experience you may have had with Shriners.

It’s not just about the donations! It’s about what the
donations do- impact children’s lives everyday so they can
play baseball, dance, and much more!
Turn it into a game. For example, you could post crazy
things in return for donations. Ex: “I will post my middle
school yearbook photos if I receive “X” amount in
donations today.”
Highlight the ways Shriners has helped the Tampa Bay
community to raise awareness for Shriners.

Stay consistent with posting about the cause, if people can
feel the passion they will likely be inspired by you.
Connect it to the cause. No matter what method you
choose to do, whether it be sharing a Shriners kid’s story or
your own, always connect it to Bulls For Kids’ mission to
appeal to the entire audience.

EMAIL TEMPLATE
Hello (insert receiver),
This year I am participating in the University of South Florida's largest philanthropic event,
Dance Marathon. Bulls For Kids and Dance Marathon raises funds and awareness for kids at
Shriners Children’s Florida. This hospital is located right on the USF Tampa campus and treats
patients regardless of the families ability to pay. They create custom orthotics, wheelchairs,
and provide physical therapy for children with debilitating conditions. They treats kids like
Madison with severe scoliosis, but with Shriners Children’s Florida and the treatment they
have provided, she has continued to do the activities she loves like playing volleyball.
During Dance Marathon, I stand for 12 hours and dance for those who can't. I dance because
of kids like Madison who inspire and motivate me. This year I am trying to raise (insert goal
amount here) For The Kids at Shriners Children’s Florida. With your help, I know that I can
achieve this goal, whether it's $5 or $20, every single donation is For The Kids and every
donation helps create miracles in the lives of thousands of children. That's why I hope you'll
consider donating to such a worthy cause because it's people like you that keep the miracles
alive. In addition, all the proceeds are 100% tax deductible. Thank you in advance for your
kind donation. Together, we are For The Kids!!!
Thank you,
(Insert your name here)

TEXT MESSAGE TEMPLATE
Hey [insert receiver]! This year I
am working with Bulls for Kids at
USF to raise funds and awareness
for the kids at Shriners Children's
Florida. At Shriners Children's
Florida, kids with various
orthopedic conditions are able to
receive treatment regardless of
the families ability to pay! For this
year, I'm trying to raise [insert goal
amount] for the kids. No matter
the amount, every donation helps
create miracles in the lives of
thousands of children. I would
sincerely appreciate it if I could
spare a few seconds out of your
day to donate to this worthy
cause! [Insert Classy Link]

GIVEBACK NIGHTS
A Giveback Night is a social event created by working in
collaboration with a restaurant. On a particular day,
people can dine in the restaurant and show a certain
flyer to allow a set percentage of the earnings to be
donated back FTK! It is a fun and delicious way to
effectively raise money!
Here is some information and tips below to get you started
on hosting a Giveback Night:
Chipotle Mexican Grill: You will receive 33% of the
proceeds only if the total sales amount to at least $150,
which is about 15-20 people. However, they are often
booked so plan for booking 3 months in advance.
Blaze Pizza: You will receive 20% of net sales that your
event brings. Similar to Chipotle, they are often booked so
plan for booking 3 months in advance.
Use your connections: Everyone knows someone! Don’t
be afraid to use your contacts. Get your parents to ask their
boss or ask them if their company hosts givebacks.
Don’t be afraid: Ask anyone and everyone, it may seem
daunting but it gets easier with practice!

FUNDRAISING FUN TIPS!
Don’t forget to connect back
to the cause! The cause is the
reason that attracted you to
Dance Marathon so use it to
get people to donate. You can
even send the stories of the
children and videos of the
patients to people.

Don’t forget to have
fun! Even though
fundraising can be a
bit stressful, try to do
new fundraisers to
make fundraising fun
and interesting.

Don’t be afraid to
reach out to businesses
and gain potential
sponsors. The worst
they can say is no.

Fundraising Push Day (FPD) is
a great opportunity to get loads
of money FTK. Use that day to
participate in different activities
and Initiatives! Our three FPDs
for 2021-2022 are on July 28th,
November 3rd, and March 2nd!

Make fundraising personal!
Instead of sending mass
emails and talking to many
people at one time, take the
time to ask people one on
one face to face and send
individualized text messages
and emails.

Ask anyone and
everyone. Go
through and text
everyone in your
phone. Ask
coworkers and even
ask fellow
classmates!

Reach Out to Shivam
and Nerissa by email
for all of your
fundraising needs!

FUNDRAISING ADVICE
Here is some fundraising advice provided by current members of BFK!
“Cater to yourself and what you know you are able and willing to
do. Therefore, when coming from a fundraising perspective you
need to come up with multiple different methods and outlets for
events, initiatives, etc.”
- Spencer Waid, President

“I set goals that exceed my goal from the year previous. I then reach
out to the same people but also people who I haven’t reached out
to in the past. I post weekly (at minimum) and then don’t feel
embarrassed for creating a slight spam on my social media.”
- Annie Stollenwerk, Dance Marathon Director & Top Fundraiser

“Host fun events! Sports games or a painting event where
admission is a certain amount but explaining why it’s that amount
and then having extra things that people can pay for to help raise
money!”
- Janet Slavick, Membership Development Director
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